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EPITOME 

OF 

ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


Gkammar is ehat science which teaches us the nature 
of words in any languag(i, and the rules for their use. 

Knglish Grammar is divided into four parts, I. Ortho’^ 
graph}/, II. Etymology, III. Syntax, and IV? Prosody. 

I. Orthography treats of two things, (1) powers 
of the English letters, and (2) their combination, so as to 
form syllables and words : — ^11. Etymology treats of the 
classification and derivation of words : — III. Syntax of 
the government of words, and the construction of sen- 
tences : — and IV. Prosody of the rules of poetry and 
composition. • 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

1 . There are twenty~six letters in the English laijguage, 
viz. a, b, c, &c. These letters are divided into vowels and 
consonants. 

2. The letters wliich can be articultited by a simple 
sound are called vowels. They are a, e, i, o, u. 
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^ 3. The letters which cannot be articulated by a simple 
sound, but ^hich require the aiil of ^ vowel, to perfect their 
sound, are called consonants. They are the reinaiiiiiig 
letters of the alphabet. 

4. The consonants are divided into mutes^ semi-vowelsy 
and liquids. • The mutes have no sound of their own and 
require the concurrence of a vowel as c?, p. The semi- 
vowels have an imperfect sound of their owm as f, s, x. 
The liquids are semi-vowels, and are so called because their 
own sounds flow or glide into the sounds* of other conso- 
nants to which they are attached ; — they are /, w, w, r. 

5. TV and y are either vowels or coysonantSf accord- 
ing to the situation in wliicli tliey may be placed. If at 
the beginning of a word or syllable, they are called conso- 
nants ; but ill any other situation, they are called vowels. 

Example. — I n the word feiv, w*is a vowel, but in 
wise it is a consonant. In the word key, y is a vowel, but 
in the word yes it is a consonant. 

6. Two vowels when united in the same syllable, fonn 
what is called a diphthong, as, oi in otl, ou in pro^d. 
Three vowels in the same situation, form a triphthong as, 
iew in yie\v. 

>■ Here there are certainly three letters joined together but 
their union does not produce any sound different from that 
of a diphthong. 

7. There are two kinds of diphthongs, proper and 
improper. In proper diphthongs the sounds of both the 
vowels are united !>o as to form but om sound. In improper 
diphthongs only one of the vowels is sounded : — ou in 
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proml is ail example of a proper diphthong, oa in boat of 
an improper dipht^iong^ 

8. A syllable is a sound formed by one letter, as I; or 
mare ihan one^ as Thou. It may express either a word, 
as good, or part of a word, as good~ness. 

9. A word of one syllabic is called a v/^onosyllable ; of 
two, a dissyllable; of three, a trisyllable. Any word 
containing more than three syllables is called a polysyllable, 

Qukstions. 

What do you term the Grammar a language ? 

Into how many parts is the Grammar of the EngHsh language 
divided ? * 

Kame these parts and state the particular attrihutos of each. 

How many letters are there in the Alphabet of the English 
language ? 

How are these Icttj^rs divided ? 

How do you distinguish a vowel, and how a consonant ? 

Why arc some of the eonsonante called liquids f 

W^heu are no and y called vowels and w hen consonants ? 

What do you term the union of tw o vowels ? 

Give examples of proper and improper diphthongs. 

How are words of one, tw^o and three syllables distinguished ? 
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ETYMOLOGY. , 

m • • 

All the words of the English language are divided into 
nine sortSf or as they are usually called parts speech , — 
They are, 1. The Article. 2, The Noun. 3. TheiVo- 
noun. 4. The Adjective, 5. The Verb. 6. The Ad- 
verb. 7. The Preposition. 8. The Conjunction, and 9. 
Tlie Interjection. 

Article. 

1. The article is a word placed before a noun, to limit 
its signification, as, a mdli, the man, die men. 

2. There are two articles, a, and the. The is the 
definite article, a, the indefiniU\ A becomes an before 
words beginning with a vowel. 

Note — The converse of this proposition is also held, that is 
to say, it is held that the indefinite article i^ ax, which is chan^t-d 
into o, before words beginning with a consonant. Thi.s has an 
air of great probability, particularly if we refer to the sumo 
part of speech in the Latin, French and other languages. 

3. The definite article points out some particular indivi> 
dual or individuals of a class. 

4. The Indefinite article simply points out one individual. 
It is placed only before singular nouns. 

* 5. Sometimes the .article is omitted before a noun ; in 
this c^e the sense of the noun is taken in its greatest 
latitude, or in its most comprehensive signification, as in 
the sentence, “ Man was made for society.” Man is not 
used to denote ofte individual, but the species, or all men 
in general. 
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Qttestions. 

Which is the second pirt of English Grammar % 

How many sorts of words are there in the English language.? 
Name them. 

What is an article ? 

How many articles are there ? 

Which is the dehnite article and which thejndefinite ? 

What change docs a undergo before a vowel sound ? 


Noun. 

1. A noun is the tia7ne of any object wliich has a 
materia] existence, or of any thfhg, quality, or property 
wliich is concoivofl and acknowledged by the mind to have 
an independent though immaterial existence, as boy, gold, 
school, strength, prudence, learnmg. 

2. Then* arc two kinds of nouns. 1. Proper* Nouns. 2. 
Common Nouns. 

3. Tlie names of Men, of Places, of Rivers, of Mountains, 
&c. arc* Proper Nouns. (1) 

4. Common Nouns (2) include (equally all the individuals 
of a class, and the classes themselves. 

Example. — George, Hamchunder, Gang^, Benares, 
Dhawalagiri, Moon, are Proper Noims. Boy Man, 
River, City, Mountain, Planet, are Comimn Nouns.^ 

5. Nouns which represent things having a material or 

real existence are called Concrete Nouns ; those wliich re- 
present notions or conceptions of the mind are called Ab- 
stract Nouns. ^ 

6. Nouns arc inflected by Gender, Number, and Case. 
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. 7. Gender, — ^There are three Genders, the Masculine, 
the Feminize, and the Neuter. • Tlje two first are applied 
to animals, viz., the Masculine to males, and the Feminine 
to females ; the last applies to objects. • 

8. There are three methods of distinguisliiiig the sex — 

(1) The feminine is expressed by a different word from 
the masculine, as — hoy^ girl ; husband, wife, 

(2) The feminine is formed by adding a terminating 
syllable to the masculine, as, lion, lioness, 

(3) The masculine and feminine nouns are the same, 
but have cither an adjective, pronoun, or another 7iomi, 
prefixed to them, as he goat, she goat. , 

(/. The following are nouns that are distinguished by 
the 1st method — 


Masculine! 

Feminine. 

l^iASCULlNE. 

9 

Feminine. 

Man 

Woman 

Wizard 

Witch 

Husband 

Wife 

Bull 

Cow 

Bridegrooni 

i Bride 

Boar 

Sow 

Father 

Mother 

Drake 

Duck 

Boy 

Girl 

Dog 

Bitch 

Son • 

Daughter 

Cock 

Hon 

Brother 

Sister 

Buck 

Doe 

• Uncle 

Aunt ^ 

Bullock 

Heifer 

Nephew 

Niece 

Hart 

Roe 

King 

Queen 

Stag 

Hind 

Lord 

Lady 

Gander 

Goose 

Earl 

Countess 

Stallion 

Mare 

Widower 

Widow 

Ram 

Ewe 
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10. The following by the 2nd inethod-«- 


ASCULINE. 


Masculine. 

*T£MIK1N£. 

Lidti 

Lioness 

Slu'pherd 

Shepherdess 

Actor 

Actress 

Viscount 

Viscountess 

Author 

Authoress 

Governor/, 

Goveniess 

Poet 

Poetess 

Master 

Mistress 

IJeir 

Heiress 

Marquis 

Marchioness 

Host 

Hostess 

Director 

Directress 

Jew 

Jewess 

Abbot 

Abbess 

Prophet 

Prophetess 

Benefactor 

Beneiactress 

Traitor 

Trmtress 

Hunter 

HuntresS 

Priest 

Priestess 

Tiger 

Tigress 

Emperor 

Empress 

Adulterer 

Adulteress 

Peer 

Peeress 

Sorcerer 

Sorceress 

Count 

Countess 

Giant 

(Giantess 

Duke 

Duchess 

IMnce 

Princess 

Testator 

Testatrix 

Executor 

Executrix 

Hero 

Heroine 

Sultan 

Sultana 


1 i . The following by the 3rd method — 

^Lvsouline. Temthuie. 


A male Child 
A male Servant 
A male Elephant 
A man Servajit 
A he Goat 
A he Bear 
A cock Sparrow 


A female Child 
A female Servant 
A female Elephaht 
A maid vScrvaiit 
A she Goat 
A she Bear 
A hen Sparrow 
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^ 12, . have two numbers the Singular 

and the I%urail* The singular denotes one; the plural 
diMtes any number more than one. 

13. The plural is formed generally by the addition of 8 
to the singular noun, — as chair, chairs. 

14. Nouns ending in x soft, ch, sh, and ss, form their 
plural by adding es to the singular, as box, boxes ; church, 
churches ; fish, fishes ; dress, dresses. If y be preceded 
by a vowel, it takes s after it, as key, keys ; but if y be 
preceded by a consonant, it is changed into i, and takes es 
after it, as fiy, files. 

15. Nouns ending m f ot fe change Jthese terminations 
into ve^, to form the plural, as loaf, loaves; knife, 
knives. 

16. Tl^e following arc exceptions to tliis rule, dwarf, 
mischief, chief, handkerchief, relief, ^grief. 

17. Some nouns form their plurals very irregularly, as, 
man, men ; child, children ; goose, geese ; mouse, mice ; 
Umse, lice; foot, feet; tooth, teeth; brother, brothers 
and brethren. 

18. Some nouns are used only hr the singular number, 
as sloth, yitch, pride ; and the names of metals, as gold, 
silver, iron, tin, lead, &c. together with the names of 
individual virtues and vices, &c. as generosity, honesty, 
temperance, freedom, drunkenness, avarice, &c. 

19. Some nouns are used only in the plural number, as 
riches, scissors, lungs, ashes, &c. 

20. Some nouns are the same in both numbers, as 
deer, sheep, swine, &c. 
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21. Ctm , — Nouns have three cases (1) Nomina^v^f 
(2) Possessive, (3)* Ol]^tiue. 

22. The Nominative is the noun itself, and is the mthf^ 
ject of tfome action or event 

23. The Possessive denotes that the noun possesiBB 
some other noun in the sentence. It is formed by adding 
s to the singular, with an apostrophe (thus ’ ) before it In. 
plurals, and when the noun singular ends in r, the apostro* 
phe is retained, but the s is not added. 

24. The Objective denotes that the noun is the object 

of some action. • 

Example of thg three cases, “Cassinautli tore Juggo- 
mohun’s book.” Here Cassinauth is the Nominative and 
subject of the action (verb) tore : Juggomohun’s is in the 
possessive case, and shews that the noun Juggomohun 
possesses the noun «book. Book is in the Objective case, 
and is the object of the action (verb) to tear ; or in other 
words, is, the thing torn, 

25. An English noun is thus declined — 

SliiGTJLAlt. PlITKAL. 


Nom, A Master 
l\m, A Master’s 
Ohj, A Master 


Nom, Masteifi 
Poss, Masters’ 
Ohj, Masters. 


Questions. « 

What is a noun ? 

How many kinds of nouns are there ? 

By what term do you designate a noun which has a palpable 
or material existence ? 
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What is an abstract qoun ? 

What is tl^ difference between ]trope]( and common nouns ? 
How are nouns inflected ? 

What do you mean by gender ? 

How many genders are there f 

State the methods by which the sexes may be expressed. 
How many numbers have nouns ? 

How is the plurid of nouns generally formed '/ 

'^JlThat nouns have their plural formed by the addition of es to 
the singular ? 

How do you form the plural of nouns w'hich end in / and^e? 
Name the exceptions to the rule. 

Are not some nouns used only in the singular, some only in 
the plurab and others in both numbers ? 
l^^uce examples. • 

How many cases have nouns ? 

State the properties of the Nominative, Possessive, and Objec- 
tive cases. 

How is tde possessive.ca8e distinguished^? 

Give examples of the three cases. 

Decline the following nouns, — man, woman, horse, judge, 
church, wife. 


Pbonoun. 

• 

1. A pronoun Is a word used for, or instead of a noun. 
• Example. — sent for Charles, and he came. — Tliis is 

preferable to sa 3 ring, sent for Cliarles and Charles came, 
though* it means the same thing. 

2. There are six classes of pronouns (1) Personal, (2) 
JSelative, (3) Possessive, (4) Demonstrative, (5) Distri-- 
buHve, (6) Indefinite. 
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8. (1) There ^are five Personal pronouns, viz. i, of 
the first person, — of the second personj-^-J^e, She, 

of the third person. The Plurals of these are We, of the 
first person, — Ye or You, of the second person, — of 
the third person. 

4. (2) Th^ Relative pronouns are who, which, that, 

and tohat Wfio, which and wkat are also used in asking 
questions, and are then called Interrogatives : but this 
arrangement does not affect or destroy their character as 
relatives, — ^the only difference being, that, instead of being 
referred to a noun antecedent, they relate to a noun eub* 
sequent, ^ * 

The noun whose place is supplied by a personal or 
relative pronoun, is called the Antecedent to that pro- 
noun. 

5. (3) The Possessive pronouns mg, thy, his, her, its, 

our, your, their stand for nouns in the Possessive case, 
and being attached to other nouns, take the form of ad- 
jectives. The reciprocal noun self, (plural selves), being 
joined to any of the above, forms the compound substan- 
tives myself, thyself, hisself(i, e. himself) herself, itself, 
&c. • 

6. (4) This and that (plural these and those) are called 
Dermnstrative pronouns ; they havg the form of adjec- 
tives. — This, relates to a thing, person, or event, present^ 
— that, to one distant. 

7. (5) Each, every, either, and neither, are called 
Vistrihutive pronouns, ^hey are used to denote one of 
a number, and have the form of adjectives. 
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8* (6) SomCy other^ any, all, such, one, none, cer- 

tain are called Indefinite prcKiouiia, since they announce 
their subjects in a vague or indistinct manner. — They have 
the form of adjectives, except other and one, which are 
used as substantives. 


9. Inflection *bf the Personal pronouns. ' 


Pebsov. 

Case. 

SlNOULAB. 

Pltjbal. 


Nom. 

1 

We 

Gtmunon Gkn. 

Poss. 

Mine (My) 

Ours 

( » 

Obj. • 

Me 

Us 

Second. 

JVbw. 

• 

Thou 

You 

Common Gen. 

Poss. 

Thine (Thy) 

Yours 

n « 

Obj. 

Thee 

You 

Third, 

Nom. 

He ^ 


Mas. Gen. 

Poss. 

His 


99 

Obj. 

Him 

They 
- Theirs 

Third. 

Nom. 

She 

Them 

Fern. Gen. 

Poss. 

Hers 


» 

°Oly. 

Her 


10. Inflection of the Impersonal or Neutral Pronoun, 

Febson. 

Case. 

Sing. 

Plubal. 

Third 

Nom. 

It 

They 

Neuter Gen. 

Poss. 

Its 

Theirs 

?> 

Obj. 

It 

Them 
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11. Inflection of the Ttelalim and Interrogative Vto^ 

noun, Who. '* * • 

Singular and Plural, N<m» Who: Poss. Whose: Ohj. 
Whonft 

12. Inflection of the Substantive Pronouns One and 


Other. 

Sing. 

A 

Nom,. One 

Poss. 

One’s 

Obf. 

One 

Plural 

„ Ones 


Ones’ 

99 

Ones 

Sing. 

„ Other 

99 

Other’s 

99 

Other 

Plural 

„ Others 

99 

Others’ 

99 

Others. 


1 3. The otlier pronouns are indeclinable. * 

Noti:. — (1) In the table of the personal pronouns the term 
common gender has been used. To explain this, it is necessary 
to inform the learner that the |>crsonal pronouns of the first 
and stjcond person, may equally be used by, or applied to persons 
of either the masculine or feminine gender. In thd same way 
many nouns are indiscriminately referred to either males or 
fcmolos, without any definite indication of the sex. Such words 
or terms are therefore said to be common to both genders. For 
instance the word friend may mean either a man or woman, — 
the word child is applied equally to a boy or girl 
Note. — (2) Observ e that wtne and mij are both used to indi- 
cate possession in th(t first person — and thhi^ and thy in the se- 
cond. The following rule will be found useful. When the noun 
is expressed we use wy ; when the noun is not expressed, but 
understood, w(; use mine. 

Example. — This is my hat — ^Whosc liat is this ? It is mine. 
In the first assertion the noun hat is expressed ; in the* second 
assertion, in answer to the question, it is only understood. 

lliinc and ihy are only used in solemn speaking, or in poetry. 
Thy hand O Lord hath made us and fashioriod us. — ^Let not thy 
h‘ft hand know what thy rig^t hand doeth. 

c2 



[ ] 


Yours and your are now used instead of thine and thy. We 
say, giye nw your hand, instead* of give me thy hand. That 
book is yours instead of that book is tfiine. 

Questions. *’ 

For what word does a pronoun stand ? 

Give an example ? 

How many classes of pronouns are there ? 

Go through the personal pronouns ? 

What kind of pronoun is Itf 

Name the relative pronouns. 

Are any of these also interrogatives ? 

When used in asking questions do the pronouns w/io, wkivh' 
aii(( what lose their character of relatives, qjid why not ? 

What do you call the antecedent to a pronoun ? 

Enumerate the possessive pronouns- ? 

Which of the demonstrati vi pronouns should b<* applied lu 
denote a person, thing or event present ? 

Name some of the indefinite pronouns 

Which of these are called substantive pronouns 

Adjective. 

1. An adjective is a word which expresses the quality i»f 
a noun : as, a new Book, a clever man. 

2. Adjectives denoting qualities that can be eitlu^r in- 
creased or diminished, admit of comparison. 

3. There arc two degrees of comparison, the Compaq 
rative and llie Hwperlative, 

4. The adjective in its simple form is called the Positive 
State of the adjective. 
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o. The comparative degree increases the value of the 
positive one degree, tf)r lessens it to the same» extent : as, 
wise, wiser ; less. 

(). The superlative increases the value of the positive 
to tlie greatest degree : as, wise, wisesty or decreases* it to 
the least dM^e^ : as, little, lea^t. « 

KxamSE. — P ositive state or simple adjective wtse ^ — 
Comparative wiser, — Superlative, — toiscsf. 

7. The comparative and superlative degrees are form- 
ed from the positive state, or simple word, by adding r or 
cr for the comparative, and st ot\sI for the superlative as 
shewn in the preceding example. 

8. The adverbs more and most when prefixed to th(‘ 
posiliv(>, liave precisely the same effect ; but it is a general 
rule that 7nonosi/llahlcs should be j[;ompared iTy the ter- 
minations, and all other words, excepting dissgllahhs 
ending in le and y by the adverbs. 

9. In the comparison of adjectives ending in y tluil 
letter is always changed into i before the terminations er 
and c.s’J?.*as, dry, drier, driest; happy, happier, hap- 

piest. • • 

• 

10. There are some positive or simple adjectives 
which have a superlative significatk)n, and therefore 3o 
not admit of comparison, as, chief, extreme, perfect, 
right, wrong, universal, supreme, eternal, perpetual, 
^c. A few adjectives end in most; these of course 
have a superlative signification : as, inmoSt, innermost, top- 
most, outmost, foremost 
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11. Some adjectives arc* compared irregularly; tin 
principal of ithese are 

Positive State. Compakative. Supkiuative. 


Good 

Better 

Biist 

Had 

Worse* 

Worst 

Little 

Less 

ij§t 

Much) 

Many / 

Mon* 

Most 

Near 

Nearer 

f Nearest 
^ Next 

Late 

Later 

f Lat(!st 
\ Last 

Old 

folder 
t Elder 

'* j Oldest 
f Eldest 


12. Diminutive ailjectives are fonned by adding the 
terminadoi;- ish to the positive : as, blacky hluckish, that is 
somewhat black ; hlnWy bluish ; salty saltish. 

13. There is another class of adjectives used to denote 
numbers, and called by the general term, Nuimral adjtjc- 
tives. 

14. Numeral adjectives are of two kinds, Cardinal 
and Ordinal. 

15. The Cardinal are, onCy two, three, four, ^c. 
The Ordinal, second, third, faurth, 

(ilTKSTlONS. 

What is an adjective ? 

Arc a^ectivt!S varied in any way ? 

What classes of ^adjectives admit oi‘ (tomparison ? 

What do you call the Positive State of the adjective ? 

How many degrees t»f comparison are there V 
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If you wished to increase or diminish the value of the idea 
conveyed by the Positivij staffs one degree, — ^whic]^ of the two 
degrees or forms would you use ? 

How is the Comparative degree of an adjective formed, and 
how the Superlative ? • 

Name two adverbs which art' used to express the degrees of 
comparison,^,, 

What is the general rule regarding the comparison of adjtJc- 
tives, by the terminations and the adverbs ? 

In the comparison of adjectives ending in ;/, what change 
does that letter undergo ? 

Name a few a<ljectives in the Positive state which admit of 
no comparison. 

Why cannot the qualities expressed by these acyectivei: be 
compared ? 

Go through the list of acyectives which are compared irre- 
gularly. 

How are the I'Jimiiiutive adjectives formed ? 

What Diminutive ad,jective is formed from the wbrd chiltl? 

What does that express ? 

How many kinds of Numeral ac^ectives are there ? 

Name a few Cardinal Numeral adjectives. 

Give the corresponding Ordinals ? 


Verb. 

1. A verb is a word which affirms something to exist, 
or which declares or commands something to he dune, or 
sufiered, — Verbs are either Active TranMtive, Active 
Intramitive, Passive^ or Neuter:* . They are also either 
Hegular, Irregular, or Defective* , 


* This arrangement may be taxed with being complicated, but it is un- 
doubtedly the most orderly one. To the remark that it is puzzling to dis- 
tinguish between active iutransitivo verbs, and those which are abstdutely 
neuter, 1 would answer — So much the better — the diillonllv will induce 
Tcileetion, and rellection must bring with it improvement, and give to the 
pupil ti habit of diseriminatiug between truth and error — The conunon habit 
of dividing verbs into the two classes of transitive and intr ansi tive, gives 
rise to much looseness of expression. 
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2. Active Transitive verbs are those which denote 

that kind o^ action, which passes frem the agent, to some- 
thing else, whicli is called the object, as, John heaU 
Thomas'"* Here heat\ shows the relation in which these 
two nouns stand towards each other. eTohn the agent or 
subject acts, and this action passes on to^tlie immediate 
object Thomas. The same fact might have been conveyed 
by using the passive form of the verb, and saying, “ 77/0- 
•mxts is beaten by John'"* if it ivere not that it is tlie obj('ct 
of the speaker to point out, cliiefly, not who is beaten^ but 
w'lio beats, ^ 

3. Active Instransitite verbs are those whicli express 
tliat kind of action winch is confined to the agent, and 
which does not aflect any thing beyond that : as, “ John 
runs." 

To run implies actian, but it is action of a kind wJiich 
has no effect upon any thing beyond John him- 
self, Many verbs of this nature are improperly called 
neuter. 

4. A Passive verli slicws tliat the noun which is 
chiefly spoken of, is acted upon by some other noun which 
is of secondary imjiortaiice, and which is the‘ agmit of the 
action. 

• Example. — “ Thomas is beaten by John," That which 
is of primary importani;e in this .sentence, is the fact that 
Thomas is beaten, Tho7nas, therefore, though the ob- 
ject acted upon, becomes the nominative to the verb, it 
being the particular province of a 2 *(^sive verb to point out 
the object enduring or receiving an action. John the 
agent is in no vray connected with the endurance of the 
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action, and may l^e considered part of a distinct clause, 
wliicli forestals tlie qu^tion*that would naturally arise, viz., 

“ by whom 

5. X Neater verb expresses neither action nor endur- 
ance of an action, — but existence, or a state of 'being, — 
sensation, or failing ; — as, I am, I live, S thirst, I trern- 
hie, I die, 

(i. Verbs are varied by Mode or Mood, Tense, Number 
and Person. Mode is the manner in whicli the verb 
<ieclares a thing to be done. Or, in other words, a verb is 
made to assume various fbnns, tc)*cnable us to express, the 
modes or ways irt wliieh we act, -feel, or think, and these 
forms ar(‘ called the Modes or Moods of a verb. 

7. Mood, There are five Moods. — (1) the Indicative. 
(2) the Imperative. (3) the Potential. (4)r the Sub- 
junctive*. (5) the Infinitive. 

8. (1) The Indicative simply affirms, as : I Ime, I run. * 

y. (2) Tlie Imperative commands or entreats : as, Say 

your lesson, Oblige me. 

10. (3) Th(* Potential implies possibility, power, or 

necessity : Ss, It may be a fine day, I can* manage a 
Jiorse, You must go to scliool. ' 

11. (4) The Subjunctive expresses that the action ftr 
t'vent, or the endurance of an action is of a dubious or 
contingent nature ; as, If I strike the dog, it will bite 
me. 

12. (5) Tlie Infinitive^ expresses a tiling in a general 
manner, and, without reference to number or person. 
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13. Tense expresses the time of aii existence^ action, 
or suffering.* The presenty thft pclitt, and the future are 
the three chief divisions of time : — tu>o of these, the past 
and the future, are subdivided, — ^the pa^t into the Imper- 
fect, perfect, and pluperfect, or the first, second and tliird 

‘ preterit tenses,— ^d the future into the imjjprfcct and per- 
fect, or first and second future tenses. These arc more 
fully developed in the conjugation of a verb.* poj^e 2S. 

14. Number, Verbs submit to the government of 
nouns, in the singular and plural numbers. 

1^. Person, There are three persons in each number. 
The agent, when speaking, is the fiist person ; when 
spoken to, is tlie second person ; when spoken of, is in 
the third person ; and in this particular, the verb must 
correspond with its agent or Nominative. 

16. Participles, — K participle is that part of the verb 
• which partakes of the nature of an adjective and very often 

of a substantive. 

17. Verbs have three participles, the Present, the 
Perfect, and the Compound perfect. 

. 4 

18. The^mc7^^ is formed by adding ing to the verb, 
as heing ; the perfect is formed by adding doxedto regu- 
lar verbs, as, loroedu the compound perfect is formc'd by 
pTeftxi.ng the present jmrticiplc of the verb To Have, as, 
having loved, — Do, he, ftave, shall, will, mag, can, are 

* Some OrommnriaDB have clop;ged the langnage with sneh tcuBOS as pre* 
sent and past Emphatic, a variety ol’ progressivcB, and even a future i»ro. 
(mssive but what u meant by a ” rresent /ntu/re Eetfecf tense ?’* 1 lliid 
this tense in Mr. Eisdalc’s Outlines of English Grammar.” 
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called Auxilary V^hs* — Be and have are also I'rincipal 
verbs, 

19. Kinds of verbs, — Verbs are either Regular^ Irre^ 
gular^ot Directive. 

20. Itcgular verbs are those which have their bnper^ 
feet tense, wA*i}erfect participle, formed^by the addition 
of d or ed; as. 


Present. 

Imperfect. 

Perfect Participle. 

Call 

called 

called 

Love 

loved 

• loved 

Learn 

. learned * 

learned 

21. Irregular verbs arc those which have their fm- 

perfect tense 

and perfect participle formed in any other 

way : as, 



Present. 

Imperfect. 

Perfect Far 

Give 

gave 

given 

Buy 

bought 

bought 

22. Def^ptive verbs are those which can be used only 

in some of tlieir moods and tevises. 

The following are some 

of them ; — 



Present. 

Imperfect. 

Perfect Participle. 

May 

might 


Can 

could 


Shall 

shoul(J 


wm 

would 
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Fbesent. 

Imperfect. 

Perfect Participle. 

Must ♦ 

must* • 


Ought 

ought* 


23. There are some verbs which 

are used, in all their 


moods and tenses, only with the impersonal or iieiitral 
pronoun — To rain^ to snoWy to thwader are of this 


class. 

Example. — It rains, it rained, it will rain, it may 
rain, ^c. 

24. The foUowng is a list of most of the Irregular 
verli^s in the English language : — 


Present. 

1mi*erfbct. 

Perfect Participle. 

To abide 

abode 

abode 

To arise 

arose 

arisen 

To be * 

was 

been 

To bear (to bring forth,) bare 

born 

' To bear (to 

carry) boro 

borne 

To beat 

beat 

lieaten 

To begin 

began 

begun 

To bend 

bent 

bent 

To beseech 

besought 

besought 

To bid 

* bade 

bidden 

^ To bind 

bound 

bound 

To bite 

bit 

bitijpn 

To bleed 

bled 

bled 

To blow 

blew 

blown 


* Cobbett, in Letter* YlH. of bis Grammar, says, ** Ot^M is made use 
of only in the present time.”-~But it ia evident from the foUi^ne; sentenues 
that both ovoM and mutt may treat of patt time.—'* He m^kt to have known 
better.*' — '* He did not come though he mutt have heard me call him. 
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Present. 

Imferfect. 

Perfect Particitub. 

To break 

tjroke 

broleen 

To breed 

bred 

bred 

To bring 

brought 

brought 

To buy 

bought 

bought 

To cast 

cast 

cast 

1 

To catch 

caught 

caught 

To chide 

chid 

chidden 

To choose 

chose 

chosen 

To cleave 

clove 

cloven 

To cling 

clung 

clung 

To come 

came - 

come 

To cost 

cost 

cost 

To cut 

cut 

cut 

To do 

did 

done 

To draw 

drew 

drawn 

To drink 

drank 

drunk 

To drive 

drove 

driven 

To eat 

ate 

eaten 

TdfaU 

fell 

fallen 

To feed 

fed 

fed 

To feel* ‘ 

felt 

felt o 

To fight 

fought 

• fought 

To find 

found 

found 

To flee (to avoid pursuit) fled 

fled 

To fling 

flung 

flung 

To fly (as a 

bird,) flew 

flown 

To get 

got 

gotten or got 

To give 

gave 

gifen 

Togo 

went 

gone 
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Pbis&ent. 

ISfPEXtFECT. 

Pebfect Pabticiple 

To giind 

ground* 

• ground 

To grow 

grew 

grown 

To have 

had 

had « 

To hide 

hid 

hidden 

To hit 

liit 

^it 

To hold 

held 

held 

To hurt 

hurt 

hurt 

To keep 

kept 

k«*pt 

To know 

knew 

known 

To lay 

jaid 

laid 

• To lead 

lad 

led 

To leave 

left 

• left 

To lend 

lent 

lent 

To let 

let 

let 

To li^ (to reeling) lay 

lain 

To lose 

lost 

lost 

To make 

made 

made 

To meet 

met 

met 

To pay 

paid 

paid 

To put 

put 

put 

To re^d 

read 

lea^d 

To rend < 

rent 

rent 

To ride 

rode 

ridden 

To ring 

rang 

rung 

To rise 

rose 

risen 

To run 

ran 

run 

To say 

said 

said 

To see 

saw 

seen 

To seek 

sought 

sought 
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Present. 

Impereect. 

Peepect Participle. 

To sell 

sold 

sold 

To send 

sent 

sent 

To set (to 

place) set 

set 

To shake 

shook 

shak(«i 

To shear. 

slnuired 

sliorn 

To shed 

shed 

shed 

To shine 

shone 

shone 

To show 

showed 

shown 

To shoe 

shod 

shod 

To shoot 

shot 

shot 

To shrink 

shrank 

shrunk 

To shut 

shut 

shut 

To sing 

sang 

sung 

To sink 

sank 

siuik 

To sit 

sat 

sat 

To slay 

slew 

slain 

To sleep 

slept 

slept 

To sling 

shuig 

slung 

To smite 

smote 

smitten 

To speak 

spoke 

spoken 

To spl*ed 

sped 

sped 

To spend 

spent 

spent 

To spin 

spun 

spun 

To s|)read 

spread 

spread 

To stand 

stood 

stood • 

To steal 

stole 

stolen 

To stick 

stuck 

stuck 

To strike 

sfi'uck 

stricken or stnick 

To swear 

swore 

sworn 


i> 2 
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PRKBENT. 


Imperfect. 

Perfect Participle. 

To svWm 


swam 

swum 

To take 


took 

taken 

To teach 


taught 

taught • 

To 4ear 


tore 

torn 

To tell 


told 

iold 

To think 


thought 

thought 

To throw 


threw 

thrown 

To thrust 


thrust 

thrust 

To tread 


trod 

trodd<'n 

To wear 


wore 

worn 

‘ To weep 


M^ept 

wept 

To win 


won 

won 

To wind 


wound 

wound 

To work 

worked or wrought 

worked or wrought 

To write 


- wrote 

written 


25. Conjugation of the irregular, auxiliary, and 
active verb To Have, 

To Have. 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 

Present Tense, 

SiTV^ULAB. Plural. 

Per. Per. 

1 I have 1 We have 

2 Thou hast ^ 2 Ye or you have 

3 lie, she, or it has 3 They have 



SlNOULAB. 


[ 

Iwperfi 

Per, 

1 I had 

2 Ttiou hadst 

3 lie, she, or it had 

Perfect 'J 

SiNonLAa. 

1 I have had 

2 Thou hast had 

3 He, she, or it has had 

Pluperfect 

SlNOm-AR. 

1 I had liad 

2 Thou hadst had * 

3 He, she., or it had had 

Pirst Future 

Sl>*GUL.AR. 

1 I sliall or have 

2 Thou wifi liavc 

3 He, she, or it will have 

Second Future 
SlNGULAB. 

1 I shall or will have had 

2 Thou &e. wilt have had 

3 He, she, or it will have* 
had 


39 ] 

Tense ( •past, ) 

Flubal. 

Per, 

1 We had 

2 Ye or you had 

3 They had 

mse (past,) 

Plurajl. 

1 We have had 

2 or you have had 

3 flTliey have had 

Tense (past,) 

Plukal. 

1 We had had • 

2 Ye or you had had 

3 They had iiad 

Tense (imperfect,) 

Vlvuai., 

1 We will have 

2 Ye or you will have 

3 They will have 
Tense (perfect,) 

PLUIUJi. • 

1 We will have had 

2 Ye or you'w'ill have had 

3 TJiey will have had 

D 3 
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IMPEEATIVE MOOD. 

Singular. 

Plural. 

Per. 

Per. 

1 

1 _ 

2 Have thou or do thou 

2 Have ye or you, or^ do 

have 

ye or you have 

a 

ft 

POTENTIAL MOOD. 

Present 

Tense. 

Singular. 

Plural. 

1 I may or can have 

1 We may have 

2 Thou inayst, &c. have 

2 Ye or you may have 

3 lie, she, or it may have 

3 They may have 

Imperfect Tense (past) 

SlNCUXAR. 

Plural. 

1 I might, could, would, or 

1 We might liave 

should have 


2 Thou mightst, &c. liave 

2 Ye or you might have 

3 He, she, or it might 

3 They might hwve 

have 


Perfect Tense (past.) 

SmGULAR. 

Plural. 

1 I may or can have had 

1 We may have had 

2 Thou mayhl, &c. have had 2 Ye or you may have had 

3 He, she, or it may have 

3 Tliey may have had 

had 
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Pkipei^ect (pfisU) ^ 

SiNGULAit. Plubal. 

Per. ^ Per. 

1 I might, could, would, or 1 We might have j;iad 
should have had 

2 Thou might^t, &c. have 2 Ye or ydu might have had 
had 

3 lie, she, or it might 3 They might have had 

have had 

SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 

r 

Present Tense (contingent) 

Singular. Plural. 

1 If I liavo 1 If we have 

2 If thou hast , 2 If ye or you have 

3 If he has 3 If they have 

Future Tense ( contingent ) 

Singular. Plural. 

1 If J have 1 If we have* 

2 If tliou 2 If ye or you Ijave 

3 If he, she, or it have 3 If thtyjiave 

INFINITIVE ^ MpOD. 

Present Tense. To have. Perfect To have had. 
Particu’Les. 

Present Having. • Perfect Had. 

Compound Perfect. Having had. 
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26. All regular active verbs are conjugated m the 
following manner : ^ 

Activk Voice. 

To Call. ^ 

INDICATIVE MOOD. 

Present Teme» r 

SlNGTTT^AR. 

PLUaAL. 


Per, 

1 I call 

1 We call 

2 Thoucallcst 

2 Ye or you call 

3 He, she, or it calls ^ 

3 They call 

Imperfect 

Tense (past) 

SlNGUT^AB. 

Pr.imAL. 

1 I called 

1 We called 

2 Thou calledst 

2 Ye or you called 

3 He, she, or it called 

3 They called* 

Perfect Tense (past) 

SlNGm.All. 

rJLDBAL. 

1 I have called 

1 We have called 

2 Thou hast called 

2 Ye or you have called 

3 He, she, or it has called 

3 They have called 

Pluperfect Tense ( past) 

. SlNOULAK. 

Plukal. 

1 I had called 

1 We had called 

2 Thod hadst called 

2 Ye or you had called 

3 He, she, or it had called 

3 They had called 

* Thoauxaiary v«rT» (proBent) do (imperfect) did, if applied to the present 
and imperfect tenses of a primnpal verb, give to the assertion greater eneratf 
qf eharanter,^ and form what some Grammarians have very unprofitalily 
created into d^tinct tenses, under the name of preseiU and pout Mmphaiie. 
(Vide Eisdale, extraeUdfrom McOnlloch.j 
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First Future Tense ( imperfect J 
Singular. Plural. ^ 

Per. Per, 

1 1 slwill or will call 1 We shall or will call 

2 Thou wilt call 2 Ye or you will ca]l 

3 He, she, or li will call 3 They will call 

Second Future Tense ( ’perfect) 

Singular. Plural. 

1 I sliall or will have called 1 We will have called 

2 Thou wilt hav(‘ called 2 Ye or you will have called 

3 He, she, or it will have 3 They will have called 

called f 

IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

Singular. Plural. 

1 1 

2 Call thou, or do thou call 2 Call, ye or you; or do ye 

or you call 

3 3 

POTENTIAL MOOD. 

SiNGui^vR. Plural. 

1 I may, can, or must call 1 We may or tan call 

2 Thou iiiaj’st or canst call 2 Ye or you may or can call 

3 He, she, or it may or can 3 They may or can call 
call 

Imperfect Tense (past) 

Singular. Plural. 

1 I might, could, would, or 1 We might call 

should call ^ 

2 Thou mightst, &c. call* 2 Ye .or you might call 

3 He, she, or it might call 3 They might call 



[ ] 

Perfect Tense CpastJ 
SlKO'ijLAB. ' PlUBAL. 

Per, Per, 

1 I may or can hate called 1 We may have calleld 

2 ThouVnayst, &c. have called 2 Ye or you may liave called 

3 He, she, or it may have 3 They may have called 
called 

Pluperfect Tense (prist,) 

SlVGULAB. 1*I.IIRAL. 

1 I might, could, would, or 1 We might have called 
should have called ♦ ’ 

2 lliou mightst, &c. have 2 Ye or ryou might havt> 

called called 

3 lie, she, or it might have 3 They might have called 
called 

SUEtTCnsrCTIVE MOOD. 

Present Tense ( contingent, ) 

SiBGVLAB. Plural. 

1 If I call 1 If we call 

2 If thou callest 2 If ye or you call 

3 If he, she, or it calls 3 If they call * 

Future Tense (contingent,) 

* SiNOULAB. ^ Plural. 

1 If I call 1 If we call ' 

2 If thou call* 2 If ye <?/• you call 

3 If he, she,«/>r it call* 3 If they call 

* The eeoond end third persons fun^ar, of the future contingent, oidy, 
preserve this form ; all the other tenses of this mood ai-e precisely siiuilar 
to those of the Indicative. 
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INFINITIVE mood: 

m 

Present Tense, To call. Perfect, To have called. 
Pahticiples. 

Present, Calling. Perfect, Called. 

Compound Perfect. Having^caUed. 

27. Conjugation of the. irregular, auxiliary, and 
neuter verb To Be, 

To Be. 

INDIC ATI Vii MOOD. 

Present Tense. 

SlNOTTLAB. PlTJBAL. 

At. Per, 

1 I am • 1 We^ra 

2 Tliou art 2 Ye or you are 

3 He, she, or it is 3 They are 

Imperfect Tense (poLSt.) 

SiNGULAK. PlUUAL.* 

1 I was • 1 We were • 

2 Thou wast 2 Ye or ydU were 

3 He, she, or it was 3 They were 

Perfect Tense (past) 

Singular. Pltjb^l. 

1 I have been 1 We have bdhh 

2 Thou hast been 2 Ye gr you have been 

3 He, she, or it has been 3 They have been 
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y^luperfect Tense (past ) 

SiNQiAiAR. • •Plural. 

Per. Per, 

1 I had been 1 We liad been 

2 Thoutiadst been 2 Ye or you had been 

3 He, she, or it had been 3 They had been 

First Future Tense (imperfect) 

SiNGm.AR. • Plural. 

1 1 shall or wiU be 1 We will be 

2 Thou wilt be 2 Ye or you will be 

3 He, she, or it will be ' 3 They will be 

Second Future Tense (perfect) 

Singular. 1’lural. 

1 I shall or will have been 1 We will have been 

2 Thou wilt have been 2 Ye or you will have been 

3 He, she, or it will have been 3 They ^vill have been 

IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

Singular. Flubal. 

1 1 

2 Be thou, or do thou be 2 Be ye or you, or do ye or 

you be 

3 3 

POTENTIAL MOOD. 

Present Tense. 

Singular. Flural. 

1 I may orcaii be 1 We may be 

2 Thou mayst be 2 Ye or you may be 

3 He, she, or it may be 3 They may be 
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Tmpprfect Tense (past,) 

Singular. 

Plura?.. 

Per. 

Per. 

1 I might, could, would, or 

1 We might, could, would. 

should be 

or should be 

2 Thou inightjSt, &c. be 

2 Ye or you might be 

lie, she, or it might be 

3 They might be 

Perfect Tense (past, ) 

SiNOULAR. 

Plural. 

1 1 may or can liave been 

1 We may have been 

2 Thou mayst &c. have been 2 “\oor you may have J)eeii 

,‘l lie, she, or it Triay have 
been 

o They may have been 

Phf perfect Tense (past,) 

Singular, , 

• • Pj.URAL, 

1 I might, could, would, or 
• should have bt*<in 

1 We might have been 

2 ./riiou mightst, &c. have 

2 Ye or you might have 

been 

been 

3 He, she, or it might have 

3 They migfit have been 

been • 


SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 

% 

Present Tense ( cot^ingcnt,) 

SlNGULAlt. 

Plural. 

1 If I am 

1 If we are* 

2 If thou art 

2 If ye* or you are 

3 If he, she, or it is 

E 

3 ff they are 
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Imperfect Tense (contingent) 


SlNOUllfAR. 

1 If I were 

2 If thou wert 

3 If he, sXe, or it were 


• • l^LUEAL. 

1 If we were 

2 If ye or you were 

3 If they were 


Future Tense ( contingent.) 


• Singular, 

1 If I be 

2 If thou be 

3 If he, she, or it be 


Plural. 

1 If we be 

2 If ye or you be 

3 If they be 


INFINITIVE MOOI\ 


Present tense. To !)e. Perfect To have been. 
PARTICirLES. 

Present Being. Perfect Been. 
Compound perfect Having been. 


28. Conjugation of the regular passive verb, To be 
loved. 


To Be Loved. 


INDICATIVE MOOD. 


Present 


SiNGTTLAR. 

1 I am loved 

2 Thou art loved 

3 He, she, or it is loved 


Tense. 

Plural. 

1 We are loved 

2 Xe or you are loved 

3 They are loved 
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Ipfiperfect Tense (past) 


STNGT:i.AIt. 

Plural. 

1 

I was lov<‘(l 

1 We were loved 

2 

Thoft wast lovod 

2 Ye or you were loved 

a 

Ho, she, or it was loved 

3 They w’ere loved 


, Perfect Tense (past) 


SlNGULAK. 

Pr.r;RAL. 

1 

I hiive been loved 

1 We have been loved 

2 

Thou hast been loved 

2 Yc or you have been loved 

3 

lie, she, or it has been 

3 They have been loved 


loved 

• • 


Pluperfect Ten^. (past) 


Sl^SGULAR. 

Pl^URA-L. 

1 

I bad been loved 

1 We had been loved 

2 

Thou hadst been loved 

2 Ye or you had been loved 

3 

He, she, or it had been 

3 The^ had been loved 


loved 



First Future Tense ( imperfect) 


SiNOULAK. 

I’lural. 

J 

I sbull or will be loved 

1 Wc will be loved 

2 

Thou shall &c. be loved 

^ Ye or you wtll be lovod 

3 

He, she, or ft will be loved 3 They will be loyed 


Second Future 

Tense (perfect) 


Singular, 

^ 1*lural. 

1 

1 shall or will have been 

1 We will have been loved 


loved * 

• 

2 

Thou shall &c. have been 2 Ye or you will have been 


loved 

loved ^ * 

3 

He, she, or it will have* 

3 They will have been loved 


been loved 

li 2 
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IMPERATIVE MOOD. 

SiNGULAK. 1*HIEAL. 

Per, Per, 

1 1 

2 Be tK'®u loved 2 Be ye or you loved 

3 3 ; 

POTENTIAL MOOD. 

Present Tense, 

Singular. I’lural. 

1 T may or can be love£ 1 We may be loved 

2 Thou mayst be loved 2 Yc or ym may be loved 
d HcJ, she, or it may be loved 3 They may be loved 

Imperfoct Tense (pasU) 

t 

Singular. , f Plural. 

1 1 might, could, would, or 1 We might be loved 
should be loved 

2 Thou mightst,&c. be loved 2 Ye or you might be loved 

3 He, she, or it might be 3 They might be loved 
loved * 

* Perfect Tense (past.) 

( 

Singular. Plural. 

1 I may or can have Jjeen 1 We may have been loved 
loved 

2 Thou mayst, &c. have 2 Yc or you may have f)een 

beeu loved « loved 

3 He, she, or it inSiy have 3 They may have been loved 

been loved * 
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Pluperfect 


Tense (post ) 


Sin^iitlab. 


PLirnAL. 


Per. 

1 I iniglit, could, would, or 
should have been loved 

2 T'liou &c, have 

been loved 

3 ITe, she, or it might have 
been loved 


Per. 

1 We might have been loved 

2 Ye or you might have been 
loved 

3 They might have been 
loved 


SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD. 

• • 

Present Tense (contingent,) 

Singular. Plural. 

1 If I am loved 1 If we are loved 

2 If thou art loved 2 If ye or you a^^* loved 

3 If he, she, or it is loved 3 If (hey are loved 

Imperfect Tense ( contingent,) 

Singular. Plural. 

1 If 1 were loved 1 If we were loved 

2 If thou w^ert loved 2 If ye or yoft were loved 

3 If he, sh^, or it were loved 3 If they were loved 

Future Tense ( contingent.) 

^ • 

Singular. • Plural. 

1 Ifr I be Toved 1 If wc be loved 

2 If thou be loved 2 If ye or you be loved 

3 If he, she, or it be loved 3 If they be Ibved 

Note. — The other tensed of this mpod resemble those of the 
Indicative. 

£ 3 
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INFINITIVE MOOD. 

be loved. Perfect. To have been loved. 

Participles. 

Present. Being loved. Perfect. Loved. 

Compound Perfect. Having been loved. 

Note. — ^A ny of the auxiliary verbs w)di their variation, s 
being placed before a principal verb, will give it an intemfifU” 
five form — as, Does In; call ? Did he call ? Can ho run ? 
Could they sec ? &c. 


, Questions. 

How do you define a verb ? 

How many kinds of verbs arc there ? 

Name them. 

How are verbs clas.sed with respect to their conjugation and 
the furmatio,n of their participles ? 

Define an active transitive verb. 

Give an example of an active transitive verb, and explain 
your reason for calling It such. 

What does an active intransitive verb express ? 

Produce an example. 

Give the definition of a passive verb. 

For what purpose is a passive verb especially used ? 

Produce an example. 
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Huw do you distinguish a neuter verb ? 

How ar«^ verbs varied *■* • 

How many moods have verbs i 
Stat« the nature of the indieutive mood. 

When is a verb used in tJie imperative mood ? 

Which of th<.Mnood.i is used to express power, possibility or 
n<s:essity ? , ^ 

State tlie properties of the subjunctive mood — also of the iftfi- 
nilive. 

What do you understand by tense ? 

Which are the chief divisions of time ? 

• • 

Maine the subdivisions of jiast time — also of future tiim^ 
in what particulars must verA be made to agree with the 
nouns which govern them ? 

Define a participle. 

How many parlicijiles are there ? • 

How are ihi^se paftieiphw formed ? * 

Marne those verbs which are called auxiliary or helping 
verbs. 

Whi<jh of thesii are also <*alh*d prineipal vi^rbs ? 

How do you distinguish n‘giilar verbs from those whieh an: 
irregular ? ^ 

Hive examples. • 

What do you turm those verbs w'hieh can be used only in 
home of their moods and tenses ? « 

Mention ^oinc verbs whieh are used only in the third person. 
Ho through the list of the prinei])al irregular viTbS in the 
I'.nglish language. 

How may you give a verb an interrogative ff>rm ? 

(yonjugate the following *verbs,— 71*//, riui,tjo, write, discover, 
sHcvenf. 
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ADVErfb. 

1. An Adverb is a word which is joined to a verb, to 
an adjective, and very often to anotlier adverb, to express 
its quality, or soipe circumstance respecting it ; as, You 
read well. You are a very good boy. Tlie bird sings very 
sweetly, 

2. Adverbs are dividtjd cliiefly into the following classes : 
(1) Adverbs of time, (2) Adverbs of number. (3) 
Adverbs of place. (4) Adverbs of quantity.^ (5) Adverbs 
of manlier or quality. 

3. (1) Adverbs of time, — The following are some of 
this class : 

Of time present, — IJjfow, to-day, 

Of time past, — Yesterday, long ago, lately, hitherto, ike. 

Of time future, — To-morrow, here.after, presently, iiiiine- 
diately, by-and-by, henceforth &c. 

Of time indefinite, — Often,, soinetiin(*s, seldom, soon, 
when, then, never, again, daily, w(!ekly, &c. . 

4. (2) Adverbs of number, — The following are a 
f(‘W : once, twice, tlirice, 3cc. 

5. (3) Adverbs of place, — Here, there, wliere, hence, 
thoivze, wlience, forw^ard, backward, u])ward, downward, !kc. 

6. (4) Adverbs* of quantity. — Much, little, sufficieiitlv, 
enough, abuudaihly, &c. 

7. (5) Adverbs of manner, 6r quality. — This class 
of adverbs is the most numerous. The distinguishing 
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fpature^of these adverbs, is, that they are generally formed 
from adjectives by theaaddkion of /y, or by changing le into 
Ij/ ; as, correct, correctly ; sweet, sweetly ; simple, simply; 
able, ahly ; forcible, forcibly. 

Non-:. — The termiTwition fy is not however ulwjy^s to be 
reecivwl as the cliaracteristio of an adverb, as we liave some 
’idj(*otives ending in /</, as manly, womanly^ maidenly, mtintly, 
heaoenly, §*r. 

, Questions. 

To what other parts of speech are adverbs joined ? 

Why ar(i they joined to them ? 

I\Mnt out the advg'bs in the foll<|winff sentences, and state to 
iivhat parts of speech they arc joined. You ride boldly. J saw 
Mm lately. She is a very gviet girl, lie speaks very forcibly. 

In what classes are a<lverbs chiefly dividtui ? 

Produce (Examples of adverbs expressive of time, prc'sent, past, 
'iiturc and indefinite. 

Mention a few adverbs of mimlasr, of place, and of quantity. 

Which class of adv(>rb.s is the most numerous ? 

From what part of spewli are adverbs of this class j^enerally 
brined ? ‘ • 

f 

Is the terminaliion ly always indicative of an advirb ? 

Mention some words ending in ly whii'li are not aSverbs. 


Preposition. 

1. A Preposition is a word which shews th(' relation 
between one Noun or I’ronouii, and anotiier ; as. He came 
rom HIS bouse to my house. 
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2. The foDowing list contains the principal prepbsitions 


m use, — 




Of 

in 

towards 

near 

To 

into 

under 

or 

For 

with 

above 

up 

At 

within 

below 

down 

From 

witliout 

bcTieatlf 

along 

By 

over 

betwec'U 

iiroimd 

After 

h(‘fore 

behind * 

about 

On 

among 

through 

except 

Across 

agahi9t 

beyond 



r 

Q«JESTT0>"S. 


Give the definition of a preposition. 

Produce an example in which the use of a proposition is ron- 
dtired imperative, 

C3o through the list of prepositions which are principally 
used. 


Conjunction. 

1. A Ponj unction is a part of speech wV,ich connc'Cts 
words and sentenws — as, John and James came hut they 
soon w(int away. 

2. Conjunctions arc of two kinds, connective and dts^ 
juncthc, 

3. The following are conjunctions — 

Connective. — And, if, that, for, since, then, hoth^ 

because, wherefore, tnereforc. 



[ 41 ] 


DisSTUifCTiVE. — Either^ neither^ or^ * nor^ though^ 
although^ huty unless^ asy* thariy testy yety howevety not- 
witlistandingy nevertheless, 

Questiojsts. 


What is a cor^uaction ? 

In the following sentence what Aoes the first conjunction 
connect, and what the second? ** John and James came, but 
they soon went away.” 

How many kinds of conjunctions are there ? 

Go tlirouf^h the list of coiijanctions^conncctlve and disjunctive. 

> 

Interjection. 

1, An Interjection is a w'ord used as a sigji of some 
sudden emotion of the mind, — ^as oh ! -expressive of pain ; 
fie I of di.sgust ; pshaw ! of contempt. 

2. The following are inteijectipns, — O ! oh ! ah ! alas ! 
hush ! ho ! lo ! behold ! hark ! hah ! fie ! avaunt ! 
indeed ! welcome J adieu ! farewell J 

Questions. 

What is an intcijection ? 

Produce an example in which tflfe interjection shews tfic 
speaker’s anpiish of mind. ^ ^ 

Give other examples in which the iDtcrjec|ions indicate the 
speaker’s pleasure, pain of body, surprise, &;c. 

Enumerate some of the principal interjections. 
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SYNTAX. 

1. fjyntax consists of two tilings, Concord and Go^ 
vernmenl. 

2. Concord i«ignifies agreement ; Government signifies 
mde^ power ^ or mflnence. 

The following sliort nilcs will, it is hojicd, be found suf- 
ficient to guide the learner in the attainment of a coinp(*twit 
knowledge of tlie right construction and agreement of 
words. 


Gknkral Rules. 

Rule I.* An actipc^or neuter verb^has for its nomina- 
tive the subject of the action, being or event : as, I run ; 
He lives ; It rams. 

Rule II. A passive verb has for its nominative the 
object acted upon : as, Thomas is, beaten. 

Rule III. ^Active transitive verbs goverji the objective 
case of iiourts and pronouns : as, liring a bodk ; I esteem 
her. 

•Rule IV. Prunouns must be of the same gender, nuin- 
b(^c, and person, as their antecedents: as, Charles is a 
t good boy, — he loariis liis lessons. 

Rule V. The possessive cast? of a noun is governed by 
some other noun, wliicli is the person or thing possessed : 
as, Dwarkanauth's book; John’s hat. 
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Rule VI. A verb in the Infinitive mAod, is either go- 
venied by another We shouJd ofideavonr to 

improve — or, assumes the governing power in a sentence : 
as, T% conqvcr^i was thy good fortune. 

Notk. — Verljs in this mood are frequently {governed by 
substantives, adjectives, and pariiciptes. — as, 1 am a7ixioi(S to go ; 

1 have a vush fo see him ; Hoping to se(j hpn, T undtjrtook the 
journey. It is proper also to remark, in tliis place, that the 
infinitive mood is sometimes made absoluU* ; Ex : To begin. To 
conclude. 

Rule VIT. A noun coming after the neuter verb fo hCy 
is in the ease of apposition with tiie noun which precedes 
the verb ; as, It r: day. “ 

Rule VITJ. When a noun or pronoun is p»it Ix^fore a 
participle, and is independent on the rest of the s(‘ntenc(‘, 
it is in the nominative case, and is tbstinguishet^ as the case 
absolute: as, The enemy hariny rallied, it w'as impossi- 
ble to withstand the fury of tlicir next attack. The chan- 
cellor being attached to the kiiig, his crow n was secured. 

Rule IX. Nouns that follow active hdransitive verbs are 
governed in the objective case, by prepositiems ; as, I walk 
to tow n. ■ • • 

Rule X. Conjunctions roimcct the *same moods and 
tenses of verbs, and cases of notMis ain^ pronouns ; buf if 
they be usad to connect different moods and tenses, ,4,he 
nominative should be repeated i as, — promise, but « 
he will not perform. 
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PROSODY? 

It being no part of the plan of this “EpitoME” to 
enter uj^n a consideration of the rul(is of Prosody, the 
learner is referred to Mukray, McCulloch, and other 
large works. 
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EXAM*PLES OF PAlfsiNG. 

Example 1. 

The sun rises (1) in the East; an^l ^hen he rises, (2) it is 
day. ^ • 

C The parsing of this sentence.) 

The — is tlic definite article, and limits the ncMiin sun. 
Sun — ^is a proper noun, of the masculine gender, ( hyper^ 
sonijication ) third person, singular number, and tlie nomi- 
native of the verb rises, • 

Rises ( 1 ) — ^is an irregular active intransitive verb, of the 
present tense, of* the inllicatife mood, third j^tsoti, singular 
number, and«a^reos with its nominative i' 2 <ra.*(Rulc L) 

In — is a preposition. • 

East — is a proper noun (an adjective; used as a nou»*) 
of the^neutgr gender, third person, sihgular number, and is 
in tht objective case, being governed by the proportion in. 
(Rule IX.) 

The — ^is the definite article, and limits the noun east, 

* Au adject ice since it oidently indicates a pennt or quarter. 
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And — a connective conjunction. 

Whenr-^% an adverb of time*inddfiiiite. 

He — ^is a personal pronoun, having the noun sun for its 
antecedent, of the masculine gender, third pcirson, singular 
number, and the nominative of the verb rises (2.) 

Rises (2) — is an irregular active intransitive verb, of the 
pr^isent tense, of the indicative mood, third person, singular 
number, and agrees with its nominative he. (Rule I.) 

It — ^is an impersonal pronoun, of the third person, singu- 
lar number, and is the nominative of is (part of the verb 
To Je.) * • 

Is — is a part of the nel ter verb Td^he^ of the present 
tense, of the indicative mood, third person, «ingular num- 
ber, and cagrees with its nominative it. (Rule I.) 

Day — -is a comiqon noun, of the neuter gender, third 
pfjfion, singular number, and in the case of apposition* 
with it{pT the nominative after the neuter verb To he) 
(Rule VII.) 

Question^. 

• • 

What part^o^poecli is sun 9 

Why of the mascpline gender ? 

What kind of verb is rises (1) ? 

How is it governed ? ^ * 

How ijS rises (2) governed ? * 

What part of sptech is east ? 

Is it strictly sji'^aking a noun ? 

* Two or tnopp nouns tuhsAiuent are said (-o be in apponiutn with a nouu 
MUfedent when they refer to the same thing. 
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Of w4at number ^ it ? 

Can it have any pliirot ? ^ 

How is it governed, — and in what case ? 
Whut^ind of adverb is when ? 

What part of speech is lie? 

Decline it, — and mention its antecedent. 

In what case is //^and what verb does it g^ern ? 
Of what verb is it tin* nominative ? 

What part of speech is day? 

W^hy of the neuter gender ? 

Tn what cas<* is it ? * • 

Wliat do you by the case of app<>sition ? 


AMPLE 2 . 

To him the King : Oh Ajax, oh my friend ! ** 

ITaste, and Pafroclus’ lov'd remain^ defend ; 

Tlni body to Achilles to restor^, 

Demands our care ; alas, we can no more ! 

Horners ///ot/.— P ope. 

( The parsittff of this se.n(encc»f) 

To — is a ^)roposili()n. ^ 

Him — is a perstuial pronoun, of tlie Masculine gender, 
third jierson, .singular number, and in the objective ca5e, 
govejj^ed by tin; jnejmsition tc^ * ^ 

The — is the definite article, and limits the noun king. * 
King — is a common nonn, of tlie mcynmline gender, 
third person, singular number, and is tRe nominative «of the 
verb said (understood.) 
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Oh — IS an intcijection, expressive of gprief. 

Ajax — ^Ts a proper noun,^Ai'tIie inasciiline gender, second 
person, singular number, and in the case of address, 

OA— »is an interjection, expressive of anguish.^ 

— is a possessive defective pronoun. 

Friend — ^is a common noun, of the masculine gender, J 
s(**eond person, singular number, and in tlie case of apposi- 
imn. with Ajax, 

Haste — is a regular active intransitive verb, of the im- 
perative mood, sce<iud* person, singular number, and agrees 
with its nominative thou (understood.) 

And — is a connective unction. 

Patroclu^ — is a proper noun, of the masculine gender, 
and in t^ poss(!Ssive case, governed by the succeeding 
noun remains, (Hub V.) 

^ " 'iLodd — (Loved) is a,participial adjective, expressing tlm 
quality of the noun remah,^, 

Jiemains-^is a common noun, neuter gender, third per- 
son, plural nui iber, and in the obj(*ctive case, govti’iied by 
the active trantative verb defend. (Rule lli.^ 

Defend — ^is a Tegular active transitive verb, of the im- 
perative mood, s'*cond person, singular number, agreeing 
with its nominallve thou (understood.) 

The — is the definite article, and limits the noun hodg. 

* The case of adr?-o8s, in Enf^lish, answers to the vocaiive in Latin, or to 
the Shumhoiihm in Hengu'i and Hhungserit. 

t The repetition of the int^jectiou, argues an increased degree of grief. 

% As, referring to Ajajr, otherwise common to both genders. 
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— is c^minon'noiin of tlic n^er gender, third 
person, singular numbllr, the ohjetoive *(!ase, being 

governed by the active transitive verb to restore (Rule 

MIL) • 

To — is a preposition. ^ 


Achilles — a proper noun, of the masculine, ^nder, 
third person, singular number, and is in the objective case, 
being governed by the preposition to, , 

To restore — ^is a nsgular active transitive verb, of the 


present tense, of the infinitive mood. , 

Demands — ^is a regular active transitive verb, of 'the 
pr(!sent tense, of the indicativ^nood, third person, singu- 
lar number, and agrees \vitli us nominative to restore* 
(Rule VI.) 

Ovr — ^is a possessive adjective pronoun. 

Care — is a common noun, of the neuter gender, ' 
person, singular number, and in the objective case, govern- 
ed by. the verb demands, 

Alas — ^is an in*erjectij.i, expressive of regret. 

We — ^is ajK.soiial pronoun, of the mascjlfaie gender, | 
first person, plural number, and is the npminaiive of the 
verb can do.\ 


Can do — is an irregular active transHive vrrrb, (auxiliary) 
of the. present tense, of the potential mood, first person, 
plural number, and agrees with its nominative tve. 


* Or the spntenoo “ To restore the body.’* 

t As relerriiifj to Mettelaut aud Ajax^ otherwise conunon to luih genders. 
% Do, understood. 



JVb— is an inc^jfinite a<Uective* pronown.. joined ^lo the 
noun thing (ni>derstood.) . * 

Thing (understood) — ^is a common noun, of the neuter 
gender, dthird person, singular number, and in tiie objective 
case, governed by the active transitive verb can do. 

More * — is an ^verb of comparison.* ^ 

— • — — ' — 

* No more is sometimes parsed as au adverbial plirase/'— but this is 
objectiouable. 


J. C). SHEIIRIFF; MIMT ary orphan press, CALCUTTA. 



